
What is a Ce n s u s ?
A census is an official count of
the population of a country .
This kind of census is called a
population census and has
been taken since ancient times.
I reland has been conducting
Censuses of Population since
1 8 4 1. 

Why is a Census co n d u c t e d ?
A census is the greatest source
of information about a country .
It is designed to provide valu-
able statistics in order to give a
detailed picture of a country ’ s
p r o g ress. 

Census results are essential
for effective policy, planning
and decision making. This
planning occurs at national,
regional and local level. The
study of census results and
statistics enables us to track
developments over a long
period with considerable accu-
racy. 

Census History
Old census returns are valuable
historical and ge n e a l o g i c a l
re c o rds. 

U n fortunately, most of t h e
returns fo r 1813, 1821, 1831, 1841
and 1 8 5 1 censuses were
destroyed when the Custom
House was burned in 1 9 2 2. 

The 1 8 6 1 and 1 8 7 1 c e n s u s

returns were deliberately
destroyed. The 1 8 8 1 and 1 8 9 1
census returns were pulped
because of the paper shortage s
during the 1 9 1 4 - 1 8 War. Of the
p re-Independence censuses
only the 1 9 0 1 and 1 9 1 1 c e n s u s
returns remain intact today.
These census returns are the
most fre quently used re c o rds in

the National Archives, mainly
for genealogical re s e a r c h .

Who carries out the Ce n s u s ?
The organisation that conduct-
sthe census in Ireland is the
Central Statistics Office (CSO).
The CSO is the Government
statistical office and has been
collecting and publishing a

wide range of social, economic
and demographic info r m a t i o n
on Ireland since it was estab-
lished in 1 9 4 9. The Statistics
Act, 1 9 9 3 e n s u res that the data
collected by the CSO is strictly
confidential and can only be
used for statistical purposes. 

A temporary field force of
nearly 4 , 5 0 0 persons is
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T I P S
N o d a n n a

C e n su s 2 0 0 6
Be part of the bigger picture
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T I P S
N o d a n n a

E n g l i s h
Vo c a b u l a ry development. 
Talk and discussion. 
Retrieve and interpret info r-
mation presented in a variety
of ways.
Find relevant information in
non-fiction texts, graphs and
pictorial and diagrammatic
data and through the use of
I CT .
Writing – designing census
forms, form filling.

G e o g ra p h y
Human environments : P e o p l e
at work – the role of county ,
national and rural serv i c e
a ge n c i e s .
The role of the CSO. 
The effect of census data on
decisions in relation to move-
ment of people.
Environmental aware n ess and
c a re : App reciate individual,
c o m m u n i ty and national
re s p o n s i b i l i ty for environ-
mental care .

S P H E
Myself and the wider wo r l d :
develop skills, att i t u d e ,
values and understanding
relevant to a range of social,
personal and health issues.

H i s t o ry
The history of the census in
I re l a n d .
Continuity and change ov e r
t i m e : I d e n t i fy factors which
may have caused or
p revented change .
I d e n t i fy changes in  census
fo r m s .
Discuss census statistics and
c h a n ges in census outcomes.

Ma t h e m a t i c s
N u m b e r : O p e r a t i o n s ,
fractions, language of magni-
t u d e .
S t rand Data: Re p re s e n t i n g
and interpreting data includ-
ing collecting, organising and
re p resenting data; re a d i n g
and interpreting graphs,
compiling and using simple
data sets and using data sets
to solve problems, re f l e c t
upon and evaluate solutions
to problems.

Visual Art s
Designing Census posters,
bookmarks, advertisements
using drawing; paint and
colour; fabric and fibre; print
or construction.

D ra m a
Dramatisation of census
data-collection process
through role-play

M u s i c
P e r forming: Census song.
Composing: Theme based
s o n g s .

S c i e n ce
Environmental aware n e s s
and care: Identify earth’s
renewable and non-re n e w-
able resources Conserv a t i o n
of resources through re c y-
cling discuss local, national
or global environmental
i s s u e s .

employed to carry out the
census at local and re g i o n a l
level. 

Census 2006 for Schools 
In the lead up to this year’s
census, a set of topic-based
lessons has been developed by
p r i m a ry school teachers from
first to sixth class.

This series of topic-based
lessons has been designed to
help children understand what
the census is about and to learn
how and why a census is
conducted. These lessons have
been piloted in classroom situ-
a t i o n s .

The aim of these lessons is to
enable children to understand
the census process and that
data can be re p resented and

i n t e r p reted in diffe rent ways. By
learning about Census 2 0 0 6
and by engaging in re l a t e d
activities to solve real problems
the children will value the
importance of census statistics
in helping to build our future as
a nation. Each lesson has been
developed specifically to incor-
porate the principles of the
1 9 9 9 P r i m a ry School
C u r r i c u l u m .

The Census Lesson Pa c k s
i n c l u d e :

● C o m p rehensive teacher
notes and lesson plans;

● Census info r m a t i o n
● Census flashcard/fact card s .
● Sample Classroom Census

fo r m s .
● La n g u a ge lists.

● Integration ideas.
● Assessment tasks.
● Home/school links.
● Extension activities.

Also included are graph
templates and tally sheets,
puzzles (with solutions), calen-
dar activities and ICT tasks

The Census 2 0 0 6 s c h o o l
lesson packs can be
d o w n l oaded from:
w w w . c s o . i e / c e n s u s /

If you re qu i re further info r-
mation on the census please
c o n t a c t :

Central Statistics Office,
A rdee Road, Rathmines, 
Dublin 6. 
Lo Call 1890 313414
or 
email: census@cso.ie

■ Compiled by the Primary
Curriculum Suppo r t

P ro gramme Ma t h e m a t i c s
Te a m .

With special thanks to Mr
Oliver Hynes and the pupils of
Scoil Bhríde, New Inn.

For further ideas on mathe-
matics, visit www.pcsp.ie

Why not visit the National Arc h i ves site
w w w . n a t i o n a l a r c h i v e s . i e / ge n e a l o g y / c e n s u s r t n s . h t m l

THE CENSUS WILL BE HELD ON 23 APRIL




